The Honorable 









California State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 94249-0041

Dear 

On Friday, October 8, 2010, Governor Schwarzenegger eliminated child care services for low-income working families in Stage 3.  This act targeted me as a child care provider and small business owner.

The elimination of Stage 3 child care funding means 1,619 San Joaquin County children are without access to safe, quality child care.  The veto affects 790 local families struggling to remain employed in a county that is already challenged by an unemployment rate of 16.6%.
I am one of 661 child care providers who care for these 1,619 children.  These children lose out on a safe environment and loving care, and I am faced with the loss of income in a struggling economy.

For every $1 invested in child care, our community receives an economic impact of $3.50 (Cornell University, 2009).  As a result of the Governor’s action, our county will lose $36,050,000 in economic input.  Furthermore, these cuts will have a ripple effect of employers losing employees who are no longer able to come to work and closure of already struggling child care businesses, which will impact all working families who depend upon child care services to go to work. 

The Governor says the “savings” from the cut is needed to build the rainy day fund.  For me, the rain is already here and cutting programs to create savings that create greater costs just doesn’t make sense.  I am asking you to stand up for children, families, and small businesses in your community by taking action against the elimination of Stage 3 child care funding elimination.
Sincerely,

